A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
mile and a half to the south of Dunbar town. The next day
just before a tempestuous sunrise, Cromwell drew up his plan!
His tactical skill was as great as his strategy was wanting; he
had allowed himself to be cut off, but he destroyed almost in
a moment, just after sunrise, the Scottish army in front of him.
This decisive victory, the battle of Dunbar, was won on
September 3, 1650. All the Scottish guns, ammunition, and
baggage were taken, and the bulk of their forces were prisoners
or dead before the pursuit ended. Cromwell could now do what
he willed; and he went back to Edinburgh, while the King
escaped northward to the mountains. But, though Oliver was in
possession of the capital (having got hold of the castle of Edin-
burgh before Christmas), Charles was crowned on New Year's
Day at Scone. Cromwell occupied more country, cutting off
the Scotch by Stirling from their northern supports, and the
young King decided on a bold move—he would invade England
on the chance of getting substantial Royalist aid, which failed
him.
The roads by the west side were free, and he could march
down them.  He did so, making for Carlisle from Stirling, with
something like 12,000 or 13,000 men, and with a clear three
days' start.  The march through Lancashire occupied the middle
of August.    He got across the Mersey, the English forces
gathered to stop him being as yet insufficient, and by the 22nd
of the month he was at Worcester, where the mayor proclaimed
him.   Within a week of his arrival the English concentration in
front of Worcester was complete, and Cromwell had arrived,
having left Monk to hold Scotland with 5000 men.   The action
was engaged upon the anniversary of Dunbar, September 3,
1651—a date which Oliver Cromwell, with pardonable super-
stition, had begun to regard with awe.   The result was hardly
in doubt—the English troops were long-trained veterans; they
were twice the number of the royal force, the great mass of
which were Scotchmen and therefore aliens and enemies, though
it might have been much larger had not the Covenanters protested
the principle that the very numerous Catholics who would
join should be admitted.   The invading army was destroyed;
Chaiies himself escaped, receiving loyal aid from the people as
he went through South England in disguise, and got over to
* France from Shoreham harbour on a collier.   So ended the last
action of the Civil War,
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